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Highlights of Key Activities, 2004-2010 
 
• Founded the first nonprofit, nonpartisan public policy think tank dedicated to 

ensuring that women’s voices, health concerns and unique life experiences strongly 
influence ethical issues in health care and biotechnology.  

 
• Developed a publicly accessible website to serve as a bridge between bioethics 

scholarship and policymaking and to highlight issues of importance to women and 
their families. 

 
• Created the Women’s Bioethics Project Book Club Program to use literature as a 

vehicle to empower women to explore the dramatic ways in which emerging 
biotechnologies are affecting peoples’ lives.  Received funding from the Danziger,  
Golden and Muglia families for this program. 

 
• Partnered with the Center for Women Policy Studies, Washington D.C., to form the 

first-ever State Legislative Advisory Board on Women and Bioethics. The bipartisan 
15-member board represented progressive state legislative leaders from around the 
country.  Received funding from the Ford Foundation and the Moriah Fund for this 
program. 

 
• Published “Bioethics: The New Conservative Crusade” a chapter in the edited book 

Progress in Bioethics: Science, Policy and Politics (MIT Press 2010.)  
 
• Partnered with Jonathan D. Moreno, PhD to organize and host the Progressive 

Bioethics Summit at the Center for American Progress in Washington D.C.  Received 
funding from the Appignani Foundation for this program. 

 
• Worked with Legal Voice to draft provisions of the Washington State commercial 

surrogacy legislation to ensure reproductive justice. 
 
• Produced a top-rated bioethics scholar-blogger program that delivered news and 

commentary on the implications of bioethical issues for women around the world.  
Linda MacDonald Glenn, JD led this effort. 

 
• Participated in an invitation-only conference on human germline genetic 

modification sponsored by the Genetics and Public Policy Center at Johns Hopkins 
University. 

 
• Published a whitepaper on the ethical implications of the increasing number of 

doctors who have added revenue-enhancing cosmetic procedures to their core 
practice and what that means for women’s health. 

 
• Produced a video with New York Times best-selling author Jodi Picoult on the ethical 

implications of creating savior siblings. 
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• Launched Mind Matters: Beliefs, Emotions and Self Identity, a program to promote 
the latest in neuro-news. Developed a lecture series on “Why Women Should Care 
about Neuroethics” featuring experts Judy Illes, PhD and Francoise Baylis, PhD. 

 
• Recruited law firms Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP and Stoel Rives, LLC to 

provide pro bono legal services to the Women’s Bioethics Project. 
 
• Partnered with ACT (A Contemporary Theater) to create an accessible and interactive 

event about what science, ethics and the arts have to say about cloning and related 
issues.   

 
• Produced with SAGE Crossroads, the premier online forum for emerging issues of 

human aging, a panel discussion on the ethical implications of women and aging.   
 
• Created a series of podcasts called “The Scientist and the Ethicist” to promote a 

dialogue between the two disciplines.  Received funding for this program from 
Humanities Washington. 

 
• Delivered a keynote speech on Bioethics and Public Policy at the launch of the 

Appignani Bioethics Center/UN Plaza, New York. 
 
• Presented the paper Bioethics and Public Policy:  A competitive analysis of 

Americans United for Life at the American Society for Bioethics and Humanities 
Conference on the Future of Bioethics and a Divided Democracy. 

 
• Established a bioethics forum featuring outstanding commentary by bioethics 

graduate students. In the wake of Octomom, student scholar Jennifer deSante 
explored whether physicians have an ethical obligation to screen IVF applicants. 

 
• Provided testimony to the FDA’s General and Plastic Surgery Devices Panel on 

issues of long-term safety and informed consent for breast implants. 
 
• Interviewed on stage, Liza Mundy, Washington Post reporter and author of 

Everything Conceivable, about the ethical implications of reproductive technologies 
at a Seattle Town Hall forum. 

 
• Published an article titled: Inside a Stem Cell Lab: A Young Scientist Committed to 

Scientific Progress in the online journal Science Progress. 
 
• Held a bioethics salon with Washington State legislative, religious and community 

leaders to discuss the ethical implications of commercial gestational surrogacy. 
 
• Shaped policy makers’ and opinion leaders’ views by distributing the edited book 

Progress in Bioethics: Science, Policy and Politics (MIT Press 2010) to 150 such 
experts around the world.  The Appignani Foundation provided funding for this 
program. 

 
• Published a whitepaper that explored the use of the concept of human dignity as 

justification for a worldwide ban on reproductive cloning.   
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• Supported our bioethics sisters by awarding a grant recognizing the outstanding 
quality of the International Journal of Feminist Approaches to Bioethics, as well as 
the importance of its mission to bioethics, social justice and health policy. 

 
 
West Coast Advisory Board  
Paul Abrams, JD, MD  
Former President and CEO, CEPTYR 
  
Gaby Adam  
Founder and CEO, By the Sea Communications 
 
Petra Franklin Lahaie 
Co-Founder and Managing Director, Vault Capital II 
 
Jan Hendrickson, MPA 
Co-founder and Managing Partner, Denny Hill Capital, LP  
 
Kathryn M. Hinsch, MS 
Former Microsoft Sr. Director of Marketing, WBP Founder/Board President 
 
Suzanne Holland, PhD 
Associate Professor and Chair of Religious Studies, University of Puget Sound 
  
Marcia K. Johnson Witter 
Allen Institute National Advocate 
  
Whitney Keyes 
Director of Marketing, Seattle University 
  
Patricia Kuszler, MD, JD 
Associate Dean, University of Washington School of Law  
  
Margaret Lane, JD 
Healthcare Strategist and Founder of mLane and Company 
 
Thomas McCormick, DMin 
Department of Medical History and Ethics, University of Washington School of Medicine 
 
Sally Poliak 
Chief Operating Officer, Nyhus Communications  
 
Thomas B. Rainey, PhD 
Professor Emeritus, The Evergreen State College 
 
Robin L. Shapiro 
President, Health Advocacy Strategies 
 
Sonya M. Stoklosa 
Executive Leadership Coaching, The Executive Athlete 
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Lisa M. Stone, JD 
Executive Director, Legal Voice 
  
Elizabeth M. Swisher, MD 
Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology, University of Washington  
  
Susan Trinidad, MS 
Department of Medical History and Ethics, University of Washington School of Medicine 
 
Vanessa Power, JD 
Stoel Rives, LLC 
 
Moya J. Vazquez, MBA  
Biotech Legacy Foundation and former Immunex Executive  
 
Michael Yesley, JD 
Former Staff Director, National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects of 
Biomedical and Behavioral Research and Los Alamos National Laboratory 
 
 
East Coast Advisory Board  
R. Alta Charo 
Knowles Professor of Law & Bioethics, University of Wisconsin Law and Medical Schools  
  
Katie Danziger 
Founder, nomie baby 
  
Robin N. Fiore, PhD 
Adelaide R. Snyder Professor of Ethics, Florida Atlantic University  
   
Frances Kissling 
2007/8 Fellow at the Radcliffe Institute of Advanced Study at Harvard University  
  
Hilde Lindemann, PhD 
Associate Professor of Philosophy, Michigan State University  
  
Linda MacDonald Glenn, JD, LLM 
Associate Adjunct Professor, University of Vermont, lawyer, and consultant  
  
Mary Mahowald, PhD 
Professor Emerita, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University of Chicago; 
MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics  
  
Jonathan D. Moreno, PhD 
Senior Fellow, Center for American Progress; David and Lyn Silfen University Professor 
and Professor of Medical Ethics and the History and Sociology of Science at the 
University of Pennsylvania   
 
Laura Philips, PhD, MBA 
Chief Operating Officer, NexGenix Pharmaceuticals  
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Rosemarie Tong, PhD 
Distinguished Professor of Health Care Ethics, Department of Philosophy, University of 
North Carolina, Charlotte 
  
Leslie R. Wolfe, PhD 
President, Center for Women Policy Studies  
  
Laurie Zoloth, PhD 
Professor of Medical Humanities & Bioethics and Religion; Director of Center for 
Bioethics, Science and Society  
 
 
Founding Scholars  
Licia Carlson, PhD  
Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Seattle University  
 
Debbie Cool, PhD  
Co-founder, CEPTYR 
 
Denise M. Dudzinski, PhD  
Associate Professor, Medical History and Ethics, University of Washington  
 
Annette Dula, EdD  
Women's Studies, University of Colorado at Boulder  
 
Marybeth Foglia, RN, PhD, MS  
Department of Veteran Affairs  
   
Kelly Edwards, PhD  
Associate Professor, Medical History and Ethics, University of Washington  
 
Sara Goering, PhD  
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of Washington  
 
Suzanne Holland, PhD  
Associate Professor and Chair of Religious and Social Ethics, University of Puget Sound  
 
Maggie Hooks, MD  
Harborview Medical Center  
 
Valerie Ross, MS  
University of Washington Medical Center  
 
Susan Brown Trinidad, MA  
University of Washington, School of Medicine  
 
 
Pro Bono Law Firms 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP 
Stoel Rives, LLC 
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Founding members 
H. Stewart Parker 
Ben Goetter 
Lucy Danziger 
Kathryn Hinsch 
Kirsty Ellison 
Jan Agosti 
Linda MacDonald Glenn 
Thomas McCormick 
Trudy Golden 
Linda S. Park 
Katie Danziger 
Moya Vazquez 
Marcia Johnson Witter 
Janet Church 
Linda Fiebig 
Nancy V. Roche 

Katherine Day Reinleitner 
Lisa M. Stone 
Ann Speckman 
Christina Koons 
Anita Braker 
Abbe Rubin 
Jan Hendrickson 
Petra Franklin Lahaie  
Laura Ellen Muglia 
Beth Droppert 
Brian Arbogast 
Louis Appignani 
Valerie Tarico 
Deirdre Walsh 
Tonya Dressel 
Peggy Danziger 

 
 
Program staff and volunteers not otherwise listed 
Christy Raedeke, Editor 
Gina Sullivan, Program Manager 
Andrea Long, Waggener Edstrom Worldwide 
Sally Bock, Pyramid Communications 
Emilie Clemmens, PhD, Research Fellow 
JJ McKay, Fundraising Consultant 
Jharna Jain, Consultant 
Gretchen Sorensen, Consultant 
Cheryl Stumbo, Consultant 
Kelly Cuppy Hudgins, Editor 
Hayley Droppert, intern 
Nicolle Perisho, intern 
Logan Vincent, intern 
 
 
Fiscal Sponsors 
Women’s Funding Alliance (2004-06) 
Tides Center (2006-present) 
 


